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NIANGNIANGCI AND THE NIANGNIANG BELIEFS
ABSTRACT

Wenzhou Guci is a kind of traditional folk entertainment involving talking and singing art
enjoying great popularity in Wenzhou area, Zhejiang Province. According to its content and form
it may be divide into Pingci and Daci. Daci, which must be sung in temples interluded with
certain rituals, is still actively performed in Wenzhou temples. Crowned as ‘mother of Guci’,
Niangniangci is the essence of Daci, eulogizing the Fujian goddess Chen Shisi Niangniang who
fought off and killed the ghosts and evils while curing and helping the people all the way from
Mount Lushan after her successful mastering the magic tricks and power there. When tracing its
origin, this kind of widely sung Niangniangci performed hand in hand with religious rituals in
temples can be connected with “Vulgarly Say’ and ‘Bianwen’ of Tang Dynasty, ‘Shuojing’ and
‘Shuo Canging’ in the Southern Song Dynasty, ‘Xuanjuan’ and ‘Baojuan’ of Yuan Ming Dynasty
in succession. Obviously it is imbued with same spirit with the traditional religious singing and
chanting. Therefore, with regard to the Niangniangci research, we should start from the
perspective of cultural anthropology, ethnology, ethnomusicology and sociology instead of the
common sense in China’s contemporary sing song and entertainment programs, let alone
studying this special temple music the same way as those sing songs and acrobatics forms of the
populace entertainment and populace nature.

In Wenzhou, Niangniangci and Niangniang Beliefs an organic integration of mutual
reliance. Thanks to Niangniang beliefs, Niangniangci spreads widely and becomes a kind of
religion and deified art of secrecy. While the eulogy and image molding of Chen Shisi in
Niangniangci, in return, speeds up the spreading of Niangniang beliefs, leading to Chen Shisi
image as a goddess and her magic power more widely known among her followers.This regional
case between Niangniangci and Niangniang beliefs gives full expression to the mutual
beneficially reliance of art and religion. At present, the Chen Shisi belief tops among all local
folk god and goddess beliefs in Wenzhou area. The feminine mercy and kindness console her
followers and the goddess dignity strengthens their confidence in facing life and overcoming
difficulties. And the further deepening popularity of Chen Shisi beliefs also gives birth to related
customs and beliefs , such as “to exorcise’, ‘praying for a son and seeking the wealth’, ‘to make
the fishing luck’, ‘makes the rice luck’, ‘prays for rain’, ‘the temple fair’ and sings for ‘the
Longchuan er’ and so on. These customs is also a temple rites to live toward the vulgar people's
livelihood.

In view of the fact that Niangniangci differs from the general acrobatics form and singson-
gs while is relevant with Niangninag beliefs, this article, based on its field investigation, expoun-
ds Niangniangci from multiple perspectives and in an all-direction levels. This text not only tra-
ces the origin of Niangniangci, analyzes its text significance and ceremony connotations, but als-
o further explores the mutual beneficially reliance and complementarily between Niangniangci
and Niangniang beliefs after combining Niangniang beliefs. Meanwhile, the text expounds the
reason behind the birth and prosperity of Chen Shisi, the exotic goddess and her belief in Wenzh-
ou from Wenzhou’s unique geological locality and local cultures. This thesis is of certain
theoretical and practical significance. First, it has certain role in the protection of Niangniangci,
this non- material form of culture. Second, it further enriches the research in the cultural
connotation and folk function of Wenzhou Guci. In addition, it betters our understanding of the
folk beliefs in Wenzhou regions.
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